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The Ascension of our Lord Jesus 

16 May 2021      8:00 and 10:30 A.M.  

 

Welcome!   It’s great you’re here, because you matter to 

God.  You matter to everyone here.  We are a Christ-

centered fellowship of believers from many backgrounds 

and from all ages.  We want to make a difference in our 

world by sharing the message of God’s love with as many 

people as possible. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for 

worship.  We love babies in worship too because our Savior 

said, “Let the little children come to me.”  When babies 

need to cry loudly, the Parent’s Room (just outside our 

worship area) and the Fellowship Hall (downstairs, 

equipped with speakers) are good places for children to let it 

all out so the rest of the worshipers can focus on God’s 

Word.  Then come back so we can all worship together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and 

the service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-worship Pondering:  —Jaroslav Vajda 

Up through endless ranks of angels, cries of triumph in His ears, 
To His heav’nly throne ascending, having vanquished all their fears, 
Christ looks down upon the faithful, leaving them in happy tears. 

Death destroying, life restoring, proven equal to our need, 
Now for us before the Father as our Brother intercede; 
Flesh that for the world was wounded, loving, for the wounded plead! 

To our lives of wanton wand’ring send Your promised Spirit-guide; 
Through our lives of fear and failure with Your pow’r and love abide; 
Welcome us, as You were welcomed to an endless Eastertide. 

Alleluia, Alleluia!  Oh, to breath the Spirit’s grace! 
Alleluia, Alleluia!  Oh, to see the Father’s face! 
Alleluia, Alleluia!  Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace! 

 

The Lord Serves His People 
 

Worship Theme Our Risen Lord Ascended to Heaven for Us 

 

Hymn #265 

Refrain   This is the feast 

of victory for our God, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

1.  Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God.   Refrain 
 

2.  Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are His.   Refrain 
 

3.  Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation.   Refrain 

 
Invocation 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father, who created us to be His children— 

and of the Son,  who redeemed us from all rebellion against the 

Lord—and of the Holy Spirit, who brought us to faith and keeps us 

in faith through the gospel in Word and Sacraments. 
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Congregation:  Amen.  We are God’s children through faith in 

Jesus.  So we rejoice to celebrate Christ’s resurrection and 

His ascension. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P: In His great love God gives us the opportunity to confess our sins to 

Him.  He calls each of us to come humbly before Him and ask His 

forgiveness for our many wrongs.  We have the assurance that God 

will hear our confession because He has promised to listen. 

C: Lord God, I confess my inability to keep You first in my 

life.  My service toward Your Kingdom sometimes fades 

in the midst of my own priorities and agenda. 
P: Your Word stirs up our love for others, and yet we regularly become 

self-centered again. 

C: You said I am Your witness.  I am to share the good news 
about Your love and forgiveness through Jesus.  But I often 

find it more comfortable to keep the gospel to myself. 
P: Too often we look critically at those around us   and then allow our 

judgments to keep us from showing love. 

C: Lord, please forgive me for the sake of Jesus.  He gave up 

His life willingly  to restore my relationship with You fully. 
P: The apostle John writes: “If we live in the light as He is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one another,  

C: and the blood of Jesus His Son washes us clean from every 

sin. 
P: If we confess our sins, He will keep His promise: 

C: He will forgive our sins and wash away all unrighteousness” 

(1 John 1:7,9 NET). 
P: God looks on us with favor because of Jesus’ life and His death on 

the cross.  God’s forgiveness is complete and thorough.  It comes to 

us in the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy 

Spirit.  May the power of His forgiving love enable you to walk in all 

His ways and live according to His will. 

C: Amen.  We are the forgiven people of God!  This is most 

certainly true. 
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

♫♪ Song of Praise tune: CW171 

A hymn of glory let us sing!     New songs 

   throughout the world shall ring:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before un-trod, 

   ascends unto the throne of God.  Alleluia! (5x) 

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

   and be our future great reward.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

   shall praise Your name eternally.  Alleluia! (5x) 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Lord Jesus, King of glory, we are glad to celebrate Your ascension 

to the Father’s right hand where You rule all things for the benefit 

of Your Church.  Although You visibly left, we know You have not 

left us alone.  Grant us the Spirit of truth, the Comforter, so that at 

Your command and by Your power we may be Your witnesses in all 

the world, especially here in our corner of it. 

C: Help us witness well, for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
First Lesson Acts 1:1-14 
1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 

began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to 

heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed 

himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he 

was alive.  He appeared to them over a period of 40 days and 

spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he 

was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 

which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized 



Page 5 

with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.” 6So when they met together, they asked him, 

“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?”  7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times 

or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9After he said this, he 

was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 

their sight. 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he 

was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 

beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 

here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been 

taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 

you have seen him go into heaven.” 12Then they returned to 

Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath 

day’s walk from the city. 13When they arrived, they went 

upstairs to the room where they were staying.  …  14[The 12 

apostles] joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

P:   Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 

C:  worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness. (Ps 29:2) 
 

Psalm of the Day  Psalm 110 (CWS)    see next page  
 

Epistle Lesson Ephesians 1:16-23 
16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you 

in my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 

and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also 

that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 

you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches 

of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his 



Page 6 

 
 



Page 7 

incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is 

like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and 

authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be 

given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 
22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him 

to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

P:   You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Thanks be to God! 
 

Verse of the Day Matthew 28:20 
P: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
P: Jesus said, “Surely I will be with you always, 

C: to the very end of the age.”  Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Luke 24:44-53 
44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 

you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the 

Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45Then he opened 

their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told 

them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness 

of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 

at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going 

to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 

until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  
50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he 

lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing 

them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And 
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they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

P:   You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise be to Christ! 

 
St John’s Grades 6-8 Students sing  God Loved the World 

 
Hymn of the Day #175 

3. See, the heav’n its Lord receives, 

yet He loves the earth He leaves. 

Though returning to His throne, 

still He calls mankind His own. 

4. See, He lifts His hands above; 

see He shows the prints of love. 

Hark!  His gracious lips bestow 

blessings on His Church below. 

5. Still for us He intercedes; 

His prevailing death He pleads. 

He, the first of all our race, 

near Himself prepares a place. 

6. There we shall with You remain 

partners in Your endless reign, 

there Your face unclouded view, 

find our heav’n of heav’ns in You. 

 
Sermon Hebrews 6:17-20 
17Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his 

purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he 

confirmed it with an oath.  18God did this so that, by two 

unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, 

we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may 

be greatly encouraged. 19We have this hope as an anchor for 



Page 9 

the soul, firm and secure.  It enters the inner sanctuary behind 

the curtain, 20where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on 

our behalf.  He has become a high priest forever, in the order 

of Melchizedek. 

God Swears to You… 
 

Sermon Hymn #170 

1. Draw us to Thee, for then shall we walk in Thy steps forever 
and hasten on  where Thou art gone to be with Thee, dear Savior. 

3. Draw us to Thee; oh, grant that we may walk the road to heaven! 

Direct our way  lest we should stray and from Thy paths be driven. 

4.  Draw us to Thee  that also we Thy heav’nly bliss inherit 
and ever dwell  where sin and hell no more can vex our spirit. 

 

Prayers of the Church  spoken by the pastor 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not 

into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer for Holy Living 
P: Lord Jesus, we have heard the good news that You are the King of 

the universe and Savior of all.  Preserve our faith in this Gospel so 

that we may trust in Your mercy and serve You as loyal subjects.  

We ask it of You because You live and reign with the Father and the 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Exhortation and Blessing 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 

another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His favor and give you  peace. 

 
 
Hymn #171 

6. O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

   all praise to You let earth accord.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

   with Father and with Spirit one.  Alleluia! (5x) 
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Memory Verse of the Month Colossians 3:1-2 

Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 

things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
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SERVING THE LORD AND US 
May 16, 2021 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Sandi Rodman                   Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for May:  Georgene Arndt and Cheryl Glander 
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Sunday Morning Worship Attendance 
85 and 73; plus all who watch the worship video or read the worship materials 

Memorials: Bob Cox: $20 Church Memorial; $20 School Memorial; $35 
Cemetery Fund. Pete Klindworth: $10 Windows & Siding; $25 School Memorial. 

Wayne Steffenhagen: $10 Windows & Siding.  

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk  

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Clara Knudsen, Sandi Rodman, Travis 
Krucker, Dean Schumacher, Jordan Schumacher, Charlotte Achey, 
Scott Hawkinson, Dylan Schroeder, Maddox Shones, Carmen 
Tomfohrde, Marlis Heitman, Carl Springer, Paige Blattner, and Dana 
Springer.  Please send corrections and additions to the office Monday 
- Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or email 
office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

RESERVATIONS   In keeping with the COVID protocols that 
are winding down, the Administrative Board formalized a two-step 
plan for St. John’s near future.  1) We will make use of our 
reservation system for only two more Sundays (May 16 and May 
23).  On May 30, when Pastor Ewings is here for Mission Festival, 
worshipers may sit in any pew in either service.  2) We will cease 
encouraging the use of masks inside our buildings as soon as the 
Governor drops the mask mandate, likely on July 1. 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
May 16, 2021 – May 23, 2021 

Ascension Sunday 
  8:00 AM   Worship with masks 
  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:15 AM   Teen Bible Study 
10:30 AM   Worship with masks 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 or 13 
 

Monday 
  6:30 PM   Woman’s Evening Bible 

Study 

Tuesday  
  9:30 AM   Pastor at Circuit mtg 
 

Wednesday  
  8:40 AM   Chapel    (on YouTube) 

Wednesday (cont.) 
  3:30 PM   Catechism   
  6:00 PM   Eighth Grade Banquet 
  7:00 PM   Rebroadcast of Sunday  
 

Thursday – Friday – Saturday 
 

Pentecost Sunday  
  8:00 AM   Worship with masks 

and Communion 
  8:00 AM  Live-stream on YouTube 
  9:15 AM   Teen Bible Study 
10:30 AM   Worship with masks 

and Communion 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 or 13 

 

MISSION FESTIVAL  May 30.  Guest Pastor Jerry Ewings. 
 

How Can I Get the Most out of Worship?  Here are some 
ideas you can try.  Go to bed early on Saturday nights.  On the way 
to church ask God to open your heart so His Word sinks deep 
inside you.  Visit the restroom before worship, or wait until after 
worship (unless you’re about to have an accident).  If you’re in the 
worship area before worship starts, be aware that loud talking 
makes it difficult for others to prepare their hearts for worship.  If 
you arrive after the service has started, come into the worship 
area during a singing time, not a speaking time.  This is less 
distracting to other worshipers.  Bring your whole self into God’s 
house.  Look at the words when it’s time to talk or sing so you can 
participate.  Look at the pastor when it’s time to listen.  Fold your 
hands and close your eyes during prayer.  Try to take home at 
least one idea from worship, and think about it during the week. 


